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Testimony Regarding H.B. No. 6659  

An Act Concerning The State Budget For The Biennium Ending June 30, 2025 

March 1, 2023 

 

By Angelique Torres, Staff Attorney, Center for Children’s Advocacy 

Chairs and Members of the Appropriations Committee: 

This testimony is submitted on behalf of the Center for Children’s Advocacy (“CCA”), a 

statewide private, non-profit legal organization.  CCA is the largest non-profit legal organization 

in New England devoted exclusively to protecting and advocating on behalf of the legal rights of 

children.  CCA provides holistic legal representation for poor children in Connecticut’s 

communities through individual representation, education and training, and systemic advocacy. 

Jay Sicklick is the Deputy Director of CCA and an attorney who has worked for the past twenty-

three years on issues involving children’s health and child welfare in Connecticut. I am a Staff 

Attorney on the Immigrant Children’s Justice Project at CCA, where I provide direct legal 

services to immigrant youth and English Language Learner (“ELL”) students throughout the 

state. We are a members of the HUSKY 4 Immigrants Coalition (“Coalition”) and submit this 

testimony in order to request funding so as to expand HUSKY up to the age of 26 for those who 

are income-eligible, regardless of immigration status.  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding HB 6659: An Act Concerning The State 

Budget For The Biennium Ending June 30, 2025, with respect to the budgets of the human 

services agencies, specifically for the Department of Social Services, which administers HUSKY 

(Medicaid and CHIP). 

There are important priorities being funded in the Governor’s Budget for human services 

agencies.  However, this proposed budget doesn’t include sufficient funding to invest in all that 

the people of Connecticut need for a thriving state – such as public education, nonprofit services, 

affordable housing, and health care.  In particular, notably absent from this budget, is expanding 

HUSKY coverage for young adults up to age 26 for those who are income-eligible, regardless of 

immigration status. 
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While the Governor’s budget does not contain a line-item for covering children and youth ages 

13- 25, the cost of insuring this relatively healthy population is infinitesimally small compared to 

the proposed Department of Social Services budget of over $550 million for the upcoming two 

fiscal years.1  The Coalition has estimated this would cost roughly $18.4 million and cover about 

5,000 young people who are currently living without access to health insurance.  The Department 

of Social Services has estimated the cost to be at least $15 million in order provide health care 

for a subgroup of the undocumented population in Connecticut.  

Health insurance for this population reduces expensive, uncompensated emergency care, 

increases access to primary care and promotes early detection of chronic disease.  Increasing the 

number of insured children and young adults who are eligible for preventative care increases the 

opportunity to provide screenings for physical and behavioral health that can spot problematic 

issues before acute consequences arise. In addition, the state provided Connecticut hospitals with 

$231.5 million of unreimbursed care and uncompensated care in FY2020.2  Therefore, hospitals 

would save money on uncompensated and unreimbursed care and the state would save money on 

reduced Emergency Medicaid spending.   

The past few years have seen an outpouring of support at public hearings for extending HUSKY 

to undocumented communities.  At the recent hearing held by the General Assembly’s Human 

Services Committee on February 14, 2023, scores of families and clinical personnel testified 

about the absurdity of being able to provide comprehensive coverage to one member of a family 

(who is 12 or younger) but not a sibling age 13 or older.  During our (CCA’s) testimony, Jay 

Sicklick explicitly recalled a conversation with a medical provider who did not have adequate 

resources to release a young adult without legal status into the community from an emergency 

department bed due to the unavailability of medical coverage for that vulnerable teenager.  This 

very scenario will play out over and over again should the state not increase coverage for this at-

risk population.     

The state’s legislative and executive leadership enacted critically important legislation expanding 

health care coverage for undocumented youth and women. The landmark legislation passed in 

2021 and 2022 are working – over 2,000 undocumented children ages 0-12 have already enrolled 

in HUSKY.  Based on the first month of HUSKY expansion, the state Department of Social 

Services reports that as of February 1, 2023, over 1700 children through the age of twelve, who 

would have previously been ineligible due to their immigration status, have enrolled in the 

state’s HUSKY program.3 In addition, over 1,600 undocumented pregnant people accessed 

                                                           
1 Governor Lamont’s biennial budget at p. B-62. https://portal.ct.gov/- 

/media/OPM/Budget/2024_2025_Biennial_Budget/Budget_WebPage/GovBudget_2024-25_Final-Web-Version.pdf.  
2 Connecticut Hospital Assoc., Community Benefit Report (Feb. 2022), 

https://www.cthosp.org/documents/pubreports/2022/2021%20Community%20Benefit%20Report%20Spread.pdf. 
3 Email from Peter Hadler, Esq., Director of Program and Grant Administration, Connecticut Department of Social 

Services, to Jay Sicklick, sent February 2, 2023. 
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critical prenatal services in 2022. We can continue this progress by expanding the budget to 

include the HUSKY program up to the age 26. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Angelique Torres 

Staff Attorney  

 

Jay Sicklick 

Deputy Director  

  

 


